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account of the event which more than any other makes 1887
memorable. The year brought Queen Victoria's first jubilee. A
wave of personal loyalty and patriotism swept the country,
whose depth it is perhaps difficult for any one not then living to
realize. The future,, of course, was not visible; men did not know
that the queen had nearly fourteen years more to reign, nor could
they perceive, as we now can in our longer perspective, that the
speed of the nation's ascent was slackening and its day had passed
the noon. The half-century since 1837 seemed to them, as it
does not to us, a completed era—one of beneficent material pro-
gress quite unexampled in history; one, too, in which a noble
rebirth of moral idealism had won continuing victories for free-
dom and justice and the humanizing of life, both at home and
abroad.
The celebrations contained features memorable in themselves.
On Jubilee Day (21 June 1887) the queen went in procession
from Buckingham Palace to Westminster Abbey to attend a
thanksgiving service, accompanied by princes, potentates, and
envoys representing virtually every nation. Among these the
most observed individual was her son-in-law, the Crown Prince
Frederick of Germany—already menaced by disease, though
few then suspected that he had less than a year to live; but as a
class the most conspicuous were the Indian princes. On the
same evening bonfires were lit on almost every hill of any size
or note between Land's End and Shetland, the signal for starting
them being given from the Malvern Hills. In the next month the
queen held three great reviews—of the volunteer corps at Buck-
ingham Palace, of the army at Aldershot, and of the fleet at
Spithead. It was the last which chiefly impressed the world.
Great Britain stood then near the apex of a long period of un-
challenged naval supremacy, by which all the development of
her trade and empire had been conditioned; and here, as never
before, was its visible embodiment. Yet by twentieth-century
standards the tale of the Spithead Armada seems surprisingly
small. Apart from torpedo craft, troopships, and many still
humbler1 vessels, there were only thirty-five fighting ships, of
which nine were unarmoured. So rapid was later naval growth.
Besides these central displays every locality in the land had its
festival. In the cities these were on an imposing scale; and often
great works were undertaken as permanent memorials. At the
* e.g. a *paddle frigate* and six 'training brigs*.

